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AsiA is one. The Himalayas divide, only to accentuate, two mighty
civilizations, the Chinese with its communism of Confucius, and the Indian
with its individualism of the Vedas. But not even the snowy barriers can
interrupt for one moment that broad expanse of love for the Ultimate
and Universal, which is the common thought-inheritance of every Asiatic
race, enabling them to produce all the great religions of the world, and
distinguishing them from those maritime peoples of the Mediterranean

and the Baltic, who love to dwell on the Particular, and to search out the
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means, not tht end, of life. (“The Ideals of the East with Special Reference of the Art
of Tapan” London: John Murray, Albemarle Street, 1905. p. 1
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It has been, however, the great privilege of Japan to realise this unity-
in-complexity with a special clearness. The Indo-Tartaric blood of this race
was in itself a heritage which qualified it to imbibe from the two sources,

and so mirror the whole of Asiatic consciousness. The unique blessing
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of unbroken sovereignty, the proud self-reliance of an unconquered race,
and the insular isolation which protected ancestral ideas and instincts at
the cost of expansion, made Japan the real repository of the trust of Asiatic

thought and culture, (ibd. p.5)
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The history of Japanese art becomes thus the history of Asiatic ideals—

the beach where each successive wave of Eastern thought has left its sand-
ripple as it beat against the national consciousness. Yet I linger with
dismay on the threshold of an attempt to make an intelligible summary

of those art-ideals. For art, like the diamond net of Indra, reflects the
whole chain in every link. It exists at no period in any final mould. It is
always a growth, defying the dissecting knife of the chronologist. To
discourse on a particular phase of its development means to deal with

infinite causes and effects throughout its past and present. Art with us,
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as elsewhere, is the expression of the highest and noblest of our national
culture, so that, in order to understand it, we must pass in review the
various phases of Confucian philosophy; the different ideals which the
Buddhist mind has from time to time revealed; those mighty political
cycles which have one after another unfurled the banner of nationality;
the reflection in patriotic thought of the lights of poetry and the shadows

of heroic characters; and the echoes, alike of the wailing of a multitude,
and of the madseeming merriment of the laughter of a race. (ibd. pp.8~10)
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Luckily for us, the H.nowmmu.m_ temple near Nara was built close to the
residence of Prince Wumayado, and remains rich in the architectural and

other art specimens of this period. In the Kondo, or Golden Hall, is still
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to be seen the Sakya trinity, cast by Tori, under the command of the prince,
bearing the date of m%mw U.mzm another trinity of Yakshi, bearing the date
of 625, the height of each, including the halo, being about seven feet. In
these statues we find the same Hang type that we noticed in the rock-cut
temples of Riumonsan more than a century earlier.

A Kwannon (Avalokiteswara), ten feet in height, made of wood and
lacquer paste, and purporting to have been presented by one of the Korean
kings, stands in the same hall. It may have been made in that country,
or by some of the numerous Korean artisans who flocked to Japan at that
time. Another Kwannon, which has been unrevealed to public gaze for
centuries, and is preserved in a remarkable condition, is the Kwannon of
Yumendono in the same temple. From these two we can judge of that

idealised purity of expression which characterises the Héang type as it

appears in Buddhist art. The proportions are not exactly fine—hands and
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feet are disproportionate in size, and the features have almost the rigid
calm of Egyptian sculpture. Yet, with all these drawbacks, we find in these
works a spirit of intense refinement and purity, such as only great religious
feeling could have produced. For divinity, in this early phase of national
realisation, seemed like an abstract ideal, unapproachable and mysterious,
and even its distance from the naturalesque gives to art an awful charm.

But it seemed that the Japanese mind, with its innate love of beauty
and concreteness, was not to be satisfied with abstract types presented to
it by Chinese and Korean masters. Contemporary with these, therefore,
we find a new movement in sculpture, which aims at softening rigid outlines
and bettering the preportions. The typical example is found in the wooden
Kwannon of Chiuguji, a nunnery, founded by the daughters of the prince,
and attached to the same Eo%wf temple. This statue, which is believed

to be of about the close of the Asuka era, is wonderful for its tenderness
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of expression and beautiful proportions, though it adheres strictly to the
Hang type of the period. (ibd. pp. 101~4)
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It was some small degree of this self-recognition that re-made Japan,
and enabled her to weather the storm under which so much of the Oriental
world went down. And it must be a renewal of the same self-consciousness

that shall build up Asia again into her ancient steadfastness and strength.



The very times are bewildered by the manifoldness of the possibilities
opening out before them. Even Japan cannot, in the tangled skein of the
Meiji period, find that single thread which will give her the clue to her

own future. Her past has been clear and continuous as a mala, a rosary,

of crystals. (ibd. pp.241~2)
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But to-day the great mass of Western thought perplexes us. The mirror
of Yamato is clouded, as we say. With the Revolution, Japan, it is true,
returns upon her past, seeking there for the new vitality she needs. Like
all genuine restorations, it is a reaction with a difference. For that self-

dedication of art to nature which the Ashikaga inaugurated has become
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now a consecration to the race, to man himself. We know instinctively
that in our history lies the secret of our future, and we grope with a
blind intensity to find the clue. But if the thought be true, if there be
indeed any spring of renewal hidden in our past, we must admit that it
needs at this moment some mighty reinforcement, for the scorching drought
of modern vulgarity is parching the throat of life and art.

We await the flashing sword of the lightning which shall cleave the
darkness. For the terrible hush must be broken, and the raindrops of a
new vigour must refresh the earth before new flowers can spring up to
cover it with their bloom. But it must be from Asia herself, along the
ancient roadways of the race, that the great voice shall be heard.

Victory from within, or a mighty death without. (ibd. pp. 243~4)
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With immense gratitude to the West for what she has taught us, we
must still regard Asia as the true source of our inspirations. She it was
who transmitted to us her ancient culture, and planted the seed of our
regeneration. Our joy must be in the fact that, of all her children, we
have been permitted to prove ourselves worthy of inheritance. Great as
was the difficulty involved in the struggle for a national reawaking, a still
harder task confronted Japan in her effort to begin an Oriental nation

to face the terrible exigencies of modern existence. Until the moment when
we shook it off, the same lethargy lay upon us which now lies on China
and India. Over our country brooded the Night of Asia, enveloping all
spontaneity within its mysterious folds. Intellectual activity and social

progress became stifled in the atmosphere of apathy. Religion could but



+&. B & X O

soothe, not cure, the suffering of the wounded soul. The weight of our
burden ean never be understood without a knowledge of the dark back-

ground from which we emerged to the light.

CRlTeH: TFa044e) #2 %, 5 -2—:2) “The Awaking of Japan”, I, The Night of Asia.)
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The appearance of American warships in the bay of Yedo was a mighty
shock.

The historie spirit that had been smouldering in our national conscious-
ness only waited for this moment to burst forth in a fiery expression of
unity. Custom and formalism were alike forgotten in this hour of common
danger, and for the first time in two hundred yvears the daimios were
asked by the Tokugawa government to delibrate over a matter of state.
For the first time in seven centuries the Shogun sent a special envoy to
the Mikado te consult about the policy of the empire, and for the first time
in the history of our nation, the high and the low alike were invited to
offer suggestions as to whate steps should be taken for the protection to
the ancestral land. We became one, and the Night of Asia fled forever

before the rays of the Rising Sun. CRIHIR, 64~6-<—2)
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Tea began as a medicine and grew into a beverage. In China, in the

=g
0

eighth century, it entered the realm of poetry as one of the polite amuse-
ments. The fifteenth century saw Japan ennoble it into a religion of
aestheticism—Teaism. Teaism is a cult founded on the adoration of the
beautiful among the sordid facts of everyday existence. It inculcates purity
and harmony, the mystery of mutual charity, the romanticism of the social
order. It is essentially a worship of the Imperfect, as it is a tender attempt
to accomplish something possible in this impossible thing we know as life.

The Philosophy of Tea is not mere aestheticism in the ordinary accept-
ance of the term, for it expresses conjointly with ethics and religion our
whole point of view about man and nature. It is hygiene, for it enforces
cleanliness; it is economics, for it shows comfort in simplicity rather than

in the complex and costly; it is moral geometry, inasmuch as it defines our
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sense of proportion to the universe. It represents the true spirit of Eastern
democracy by making all its votaries aristocrats in taste.

(HIFEH: TROLM] $2 %, 1392— “The Book of Tea”, I, The Cup of Humanity.)
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Those who cannot feel the littleness of great things in themselves are
apt to overlook the greatness of little things in others. The average
Westerner, in his sleek complacency, will see in the tea ceremony but
another instance of the thousand and one addities which constitute the
quaintness and childishness of the East to him. He was wont to regard
Japan as barbarous while she indulged in the gentle arts of peace; he calls
her civilized since she began to commit wholesale slaughter on Manchurian
battlefields. Much comment has been given lately to the Code of the
Samurai,—the Art of Death which make our soldiers exult in self-sacrifice ;
but scarcely any attention has been drawn to Teaism, which represents so
much of our Art of Life. Fain would we remain barbarians, if our claim
to civilization were to be based on the gruesome glory of war. Fain would
we await the time when due respect shall be paid to our art and ideals.

(R, 141<—)
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