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AUTHOR’S PREFACE TO THE ENGLISH EDITION

It was undreamt-of by the author that his Kojiki no Inochi (The Kojiki in
the Life of Japan), published by the Kokumin Bunka Kenkyiu Kai (Institute for
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the Study of National Culture), should come to the notice of Professor Kazuo
Enoki, professor at the University of Tokyo and Director, and Head of the
Research Department, of the Toyo Bunko, and thus have the opportunity of
publication in English. And I was further very pleased to have the translation
done by Mr. G. W. Robinson, a student of ancient Japanese history. He readily
agreed to Professor Enoki’s request and more or less finished the translation in
the course of five months. During this period he wrote me a number of letters
concerning the sense of passages and the meanings of words, which were so
minute that I learnt a lot from them myself, and was often obliged to consider
my original text once more. Furthermore, the translator has come to Japan with
his draft and spent precious time making it correct.

I have also during this period received help in connection with the wording of
the English translation from Professors Fukumatsu Matsuda and Yoshio Toda,

whose further work on the translation has been placed at the translator’s disposal.
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We had some warm discussion as to whether or not to leave such particularly
Japanese words as kami and tennd in Japanese, and decided that the general reader
would best be served by their translation into their usual English equivalents, ‘god
(goddess)’ and ‘emperor (empress).’

Upon advice from the editor, I have changed the order of chapters and also that
of paragraphs here and there. I have also agreed to omit such passages as elucidate
the Japanese text as such, as being irrelevant for readers of the English version.
Otherwise scarcely any changes have been made in the main lines of the book.

Hence the present work. I know no words to express my gratitude for the
hard work of those concerned in the translation of my book.

The purpose of the original book was to free the epic poem, that the Kojiki is,
from the scholastic field, and to provide a straightforward guide to the pleasure
of reading it as a sort of biographical or historical literature. I will be very happy

if, with this present translation of my book, the Kojiki can gain the interest of
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readers of English, and, at the same time, help towards an understanding of
Japanese culture, and so contribute to the peace of the world.

I would finally record my thanks to Mr. Tkuta and his colleagues of the Centre
for East Asian Cultural Studies, for their work in connection with the publication
of this translated edition.

The Author
11 October 1968

ERE+=ERm! 4-11m
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